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I. Regional PAC Chairs should hold regional meetings in accordance with the
respective regional guidelines when appropriate to make endorsements in local
races which do not have statewide impact.

2. When a regional endorsement is made the name of the person endorsed, his
or her opponent’s name, the reason for the endorsement, and any other pertinent
information should be forwarded to the statewide PAC Chair for review by the
statewide PAC.

(“Review” will be considered complete if all statewide PAC members have
had adequate time to consider a particular endorsement and have not voiced any
objection.)

3. The statewide PAC Chair should ensure that copies of the information are
received by statewide PAC members for their consideration. PAC members
should be given two weeks (14 days) from the mailing of the materials or one
week (7 days), if delivered directly to them, to voice objections.

4. If the statewide PAC Chair receives no objections from statewide PAC members,
the endorsement of the regional PC should be considered valid.

5. If any member of the statewide PAC voices an objection to a local endorsement,
the statewide PAC should be polled or should be asked to formally vote at its next
scheduled meeting to either veto the particular endorsement or to uphold it.

6. If a majority of the statewide PAC votes to veto a local endorsement, the
endorsement should be considered null and void; otherwise, all regional
endorsements should be considered valid.

6.5. PRIMARIES AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS

Occasionally, PEF may wish to endorse in primary races, and in some instances an
endorsed candidate may lose the primary. In the past, we have also endorsed in more
than one primary race for the same office. In either case, special consideration may be
needed to determine whom to endorse in a general election after a primary has been held.

Also, elected officials may not finish their terms of office thus calling for special
elections to fill open positions. A special election may not be part of the yearly PEF
political calendar.

In both of the above situations, special procedures should be established to ensure that
there is no confusion about endorsements.
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6.5.1. Primary Endorsements

6.5.2.

All regularly scheduled primaries should be included in the PEF political
calendar at the beginning of each year and should follow the procedures
established for the respective election.

Endorsements of a single candidate prior to a primary election should imply
an endorsement of the same candidate — if the candidate wins — in the general
election.

If an endorsed primary candidate loses or an endorsement is made in more than
one primary for the same office, the statewide PAC Chair shall, upon completion
of the primary election, immediately ask the appropriate regional PAC(s), i.e., the
regional PAC from which the primary endorsement ori ginated, to make
recommendations for the general election in accordance with PAC guidelines and
procedures and return recommendations to him or her.

If no meeting can be held in adequate time for PEF to participate in the election,
the statewide PAC Chair should poll both the statewide PAC or the Executive
Board in accordance with PAC guidelines for final endorsement.

Special Elections

Special elections, because they are unexpected, will probably not be on the PEF political
calendar. For this reason, it may be necessary to hold special statewide PAC meetings to
consider making endorsement(s) in these elections.

I

2,

Once a special election has been announced, the Statewide PAC Chair will notify
regional PAC chairs of the timetable for the endorsement process.

The appropriate regional PAC Chairs should make recommendations to the
Statewide PAC according to their respective regional guidelines by the date
established by the Statewide PAC Chair.

The Statewide PAC will either meet (if feasible) or be polled to make its
recommendation(s) in the special election on the date established by the Statewide
PAC Chair, which will be no less than ten days from the date that the appropriate
regional PAC chairs are notified of the special election.

If regional recommendations are provided, the Statewide PAC will consider then
in accordance with its guidelines when makin g its recommendation(s).
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5. If the Executive Board is not scheduled to meet in time to make endorsement(s)
in the special election(s), the Statewide PAC recommendation(s) will be
considered the final endorsement(s) in those special elections.

Adopted: May 19, 1990
Executive Board Meeting

Revised: March 8, 2002
Executive Board Meeting

Revised: March 2, 2006
Executive Board Meeting
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consideration. If the race the member is interested in is in
another region, the member‘s regicnal PAC Chair should forward
the reguest to the appropriate Chair. a1l such reguests should be
presented to the particular PAC for consideratien.

means to recommend endorsement to the next'higher

* % "recomnend"

= bedy; .

*=* T"endorse” means that PEF is officially supports a particular
Candicdate;

**%% Yreview" means endorsement is made if there is no objection.



L BACKGROUND

In February of 1980, the PEF Executive Board approved a motion to establish 2
Committee on Political Education, with a committee to establish how to raise monies.

Atme1983PEFCmvmﬁm,amoiuﬁdnwasp&wdwhichmadcmfamccmbcpingme
COFPE Fund intact, and that the COPE Fund raises funds for federal candidates and is vohmary.
It also stated that special emphasis would be given to COPE Fund drives.

At the 1985 PEF Convention, a resolution was passed that indicated that since the NYS
Attorney General had ruled that a voluntary deduction plan for State workers desiring to contribute
to federal campaigns would be legal, and recognizing that many PS & T employees work in
federally funded programs controlled by the federal budgeting and appropriations process, and that
it is desirable 1 be in 2 position to exercise some influence over the political process, it was
resolved that the Legislative Department and the Secretary-Treasurer implement a voluntary payroll
deduction plan for NYS federal campaign races, stipulating that details of the plan, including
guidelines for expenditures of funds, be approved by the PEF Executive Board, and that no funds
from this plan be expended for primary races during the first four years of the fund’s existence.

A COPE fundraising drive took place in approximately 1987 with emphasis at the PEF
Convention. In 1995, 2 major COPE campaign was initiated with the assistance of SEIU. This
was the first campaign which involved a direct mailing to members and retirees, phone banking by

tirees and personal solicitation of members and staff.

II. COPE GUIDELINES

A. COPE funds and the interest penerated from these funds will not be used as a portion
of the routine operating budget for the PEF political action committee/legislative department
budget. “Routine” is defined as the normal and regular operating expenses of the political action
committee and legislative department as indicated in the existing PEF budget process. "Routine”
also includes the contribution line of the regular budget process.

B. COPE funds will not be utilized in the allocation of "routine” political contributions.
Routine is defined as those individual and/or committes contributions which will insure PEF
presence at fundraisers, demonstrate PEF support of PEF endorsed candidates and promote PEF
influence with party committees. COPE funds will be utilized to insure the election/re-elsction of
candidates/incumbents in targeted races whose platform and/or record is primarily supportive of
PEF’s legislative agenda and to insure the defeat of incumbents/challengers whose record/platform
is overwhelmingly against PEF's legislative agenda and public service.

C. COPE funds will be anpually budgeted as follows:
1. 60% allocation for federal races
2. 30% allocation for state/local races:
3. 10% allocation for annual COPE campaign.
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D. Annualbudgﬂwinbcmmpnmdbascduponpmjmdinmmcasdcmiminedby;amn
Jeductions and direct contributions received by January of each year.

E. During non-election years, allocation for federal and for state/local races will be -
“banked" in preparation for the next election year; allocation may be utilized in special, off-year
federal and state/local elections.

F. Procedure for requesting COPE funds for state/local candidates will be the same
procedure which currently exists for requesting funds for political contributions. This procedure
has been approved by the PEF Executive Board. The requisition form will differentiate a request
for COPE funds from a request for Legislative Funds. _

G. Requests for COPE funds for federal candidates will be initiated by the
President/designee, Vice President Liaison to the SWPAC or the SWPAC chair. These requests
will be made to one or both of our affiliates. All checks for federal campaign contributions will be
drawn by SEIU COPE or AFT COPE in accordance with Federal Election Law.

H. In those cases where a requisition for COPE funds is initiated by the
President/designes, it will be reviewed by the SWPAC chair. In those cases where a requisition is
initiated by the SWPAC chair, it will be reviewed by the President/designee. For all i
or state/local contributions which are initiated by PEF, the respective regional PAC chair will be
»asulted and the SWPAC will be notified.

I. COPE-related per capita rebates from affiliate will be deposited into the Legislative
Fund upon receipt to be directed to the PEF political program for campaign related activities and
contributions. ' '
. J. Untl such time as the COPE Fund is self-sustaining, expenditures for member education
regarding COPEshaHbcmnsiduedamuﬁneacpendimdthePEFgmualopetaﬁngmdget.

K. Expenditures of COPE funds will be made in accordance with existing PAC Guidelines
and Endorsement Procedures, and in accordance with all applicable state and federal laws.

K. PACchairswﬂlm:ivcmpmtsofCOPEexpmdimasmaquan:ﬂybasisatPAC
meetings.

M. PEF Accounting Dept., in consultation with PEF Legal Dept., will insure that all
mﬁmmmmmmﬁmuﬁmlcgﬂmmmum&mﬂwmmﬁhdwﬂh
NYSBoardofE!mﬁonsmdFeduaIEecﬁmComnﬁsdm,mdﬂmmwyinmmem
reports are filed.

N. TthEFCOPEcampaignwiHbeaomﬁnmpmjactwﬁhamjcrcmphaﬁsa
‘inimum of once per year.

Adopted: December 4, 1996
Executive Board Meeting
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GUIDELINEB FOR CREATING PEF’E ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Call for changes to current Legislative Agenda placed in
May issue of Communicater.

Changes proposed by members must be submitted tc SWPAC by
June 29th.

SWPAC deliberates at July meeting and makes recommendations
to Executive Board. :

a) Any member who has submitted changes to the Legislative
Agenda will be notified of the SWPAC’s decision.

Executive Board deliberates at August meeting and makes
recommendations to Convention delegates:

a) Debates/votes on changes recommended by SWPAC first.
b) Debates/votes on remainder of Legislative Agenda second.

c) Any member who has submitted changes to the Legislative
Agenda will be notified of the Executive Board’s

decision.

Convention Legislative Agenda Committee constituted in the same
manner as Convention Resolution Committees. Committee will
debate/vote on new legislative agenda changes submitted to
SWPAC after August Executive Board meeting, but not later than
September 15. It will take a majority vote of committee

to recommend a debate/vote on new legislative agenda changes
not previously recommended by Executive Board.

Convention delegates debate/vote on changes to legislative
agenda:

a) Debates/votes on changes recommended by Executive
Board first.

b) Debates/votes on changes recommended by Convention
Legislative Agenda Committee second.

c) Debates/votes on remainder of Legislative Agenda third.

Adopted: May 6, 1998
Executive Board Meeting



Guidelines for Political Contributions

it shall be the policy of PEF that contributions be made only to candidates who have
been endorsed by the established PEF policy.

Eligibility

Individuals who are candidates for the following elected offices, or who are
incumbents in those offices, are eligible to receive pelitical contributions from PEF:

NYS Assemblyperson

NYS Senator

NYS Attorney General

NYS Comptroller

NYS Lieutenant Governor

NYS Governor

US House of Representatives (from NYS) - COPE funds only
US Senator (from NYS) - Cope funds only

Mayor - NYC

Mayor ~ Albany

County Executive candidates in counties where PEF represents momn-
state employees

Local Offices — PEF members only

FrrpRrRmpan o
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The following committees are eligible to receive political contributions from PEF:

a. NYS Democratic Assembly Campaige Committee
NYS Republican Assembly Campaign Committee
NYS Republican Senate Campaign Committee
NYS Democratic Senate Campsign Committee
NYS Democratic Committee

NYS Republican Committee

NYS Working Families Party

ALL NYS County Demecratic Committees

Al NYS County Republican Committees

All local Democratic or Republican political clubs

TEFR DY AL g

Procedure

When a contribution is being considered for an endorsed NYS Assemblyperson (or
candidate), NYS Senator (or candidate), a county Democratic or Republican Committee, 2
local Democratic or Republican political club, or s PEF member in (or campaigning for)
a local office, the request should come from the Regional Coordinator or Regional
PAC Chair on the official PAC Contribution Request Form, accompanied by the
invitation or contribution request. It will be reviewed by the Legislative Director or
his/her supervisor. Final approval will be given by the Statewide PAC Chair or
President.



When 2 contribution is being considered for one of the statewide incumbents
(or candidates), one of the federal incumbents (or candidates), or one of the
statewide committees, the request shall come from the Statewide PAC Chair on the
official PAC Contribution Request Form, accompanied by the invitation or
contribution request. The requests will be reviewed by the Legislative Director or
his/her supervisor. Final approval will be given by the President.

All contributions will be reperted to the Statewide PAC at its monthly
meetings and to the Executive Board at its quarterly meetings,

All Federal contributions must be coordinated with beth SEIU and AFT in
order to maintain compliance with Federsl Campaign Finance Law.

Amount of Contribution

The Executive Board sets the limit on the total amount of dues monies spent
for political contributions in s given year (and therefore each two-year election
cycle) when it establishes the PEF Annual Budget. The Statewide PAC tentatively
allocates that amount on a twe year election cycle basis for all elected positions and

2 political committees. These tentative allocations may fluctuate as the individuals
P occupying legislative committee chairs change, as individuals change their degree of
support for PEF’s Legislative Agenda, and as the need for campaign assistance
changes closer to Election Day.

The maximum amount that any incumbent, candidate or committee can
receive from PEF for any 2-year election cycle is established in NYS and Federal
Campaign Finance Law. In addition, PEF has established a total combined limit of
$3000 for each 2-year election cycle which will be allocated to each PEF Region for
the funding of contributions to all county political committees and local political
clabs.

Adopted: December 1, 1999
Executive Board Meeting
Revised December 12, 2000
Revised June 22, 2001
Revised June 8, 2006





